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Statement of Gen. Cates
Ends Naval Testimony

With the testimony o1 General Cates and (eneranl Vandergrift or
Monday. Oct. 17, the Navy compieted the presentation of the Navy's
views on items three throush eizit on the Armed Serviees Committee’s
agenda.

The tull text of the (ommandsnt’s statement is printed in this issue
#~ the best presentation of the Marine Corps” views.
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There i+ & widly held belie! that
he Navy 35 atlemplng 10 encroach
op strategic air warfare, and thuat
e was # principal consideration
m planning the Buper-

r. This 1 & misconception
which s qulk— at variance with the
mel:  We consider thal stralegic
arr wariare. as practiced in the
pest und as proposed for the futfre,
3 mibitarily unsound and of lmned
morally wrong. and s
harmtul to the stability
post-war world
Tuers & no officisl definition of
riu “strategic bombing © The
el military term is “strutegic
wurture.” defined ax “air com-
W and supporting operations de-
uzued 10 effect, through the syste-
mat  application ol loree w &
wiected series 0! Vilul largels. the
progressive  destruction and  dis-

miegration” 0! the enemy’s  war-
making cupacity 0 @ pomnt where
4 mo jonger retains the ability or

ili w

may wmciude key
cluring systems, sources of

4%  material, criticul material,
swckpiles, power gystems, trans-
uor systems. communication

{ities. concentrations of uncom-
witte¢ elements of enemy armed
o . aer agriculiural areas. and
et such lurgel systems.”

Thiegir & broad field, indeed it
woult seem 10 be almost all-in-
clusive except for the active armed
e of an enemy. In fact, how-
the major eiements of most
) those lurgel syslems are located
wnere peopie live and work., in
irbar and industrial areas

Further to inject realism into
w pieture we must view the tools
wineh 1t is proposed the job
* Gops . n this Imstance the heavy
oMb very jonr range. of
Wlies performance. operating at
cres’ altitudes. and preferably at
wsht These fuctors indicate ares
“Mack ux the means of destroying
“ar-making capacity located with-
* thos: areas. Theretore. whether
CeSpeak of the mase Bomibing or
World War II or the proposed
atomic blitz of today, which are
maor tenets of the strategic bomb-

tor

ot

% voncept. we are walking of at-

lacks on citier. This is what I

ean wihen | use the colloguial
bombing

GIC BOMBING
military weapon or
- 10 e measured
three  vardsticks will 1t
Will 1 conrribute to mili-

Titory T Will {1 support the
volivies  and  objectives”?
rvee  guestions applied 10
1 bombing are

does this countrr have the
Apurt make effective aerial
‘ombiur sttacks on enemy strate-
2 trrgets”

tech-
br ar

deliver
I+ successiul
‘e abiliny or the will of the
10, wage war? and -
does the concept of 8ire-
mbme  eflectivelr  support
Mites.  objectives and com-
- Mients of the TUnited States®
Tie firet of these issues. cape-
attuck. hae been covered
BLg0r part by preceding witpes-
=nonid like only 1o stress
ihar, despiie the bitter
the last. war, the cur-
of strategic uir war-
lonz-range bombers
attucks withou: fizhter
Girrezardinre the necessity
“%¥¢ command of the air. or
_Dinmmum. superioritr in the
¢« attemp: to conduc: bomb-

of bombs 10
will thie de

reduction of the homb-
trought ‘about botk by
ant combar losses

Teason tor the bloodr- seir-
ivo Jima resulting in 20.080,
“lthes 10 the Tnhed Btates Ma

IS was :m K-lm; need

| bevond 15 capabilities

| Will successtul delivers of the
!bomu agestroy the enemy capacity
jand will to resist” Will 1t cuuse
bm w suw :

The bes! evidenve regarding this
Queslion celllers aboul Two 1OPICS .

(A) The results of strategic bomb-
g w World War 11 and. (B) au
snalvsis ol & propective enemy s
vuinerability to strategic bombmg

The mos: lucrative siariegic tar-
get of botk World Wars. by H
|Oude. was slupping. that of our- |
seives and our allies in the Atian- |
ue i World War 1 and World War |
11 und that of Jupan v the Pacific |
o the second World War. This re- |
quired precision attack whether by

the submarine. the dive-bombing,
{torpede or Jow-level attack by air,
Or 1 e exact placement of ants-

stippine mines High-level bombing |
had & score ciosely approsching |
ZeTo uguinst this primary strategic
larget

The  authoritalive  sources un’
the results of strategic bombing m
World War 11 are the numerous |
{reports o! the U 5§ Btrategic
Bombiug Survey. and the more re-
cent Britisl Bombing Survey Unit. |
The statistics contained in t.hau-l
reports cieurly show that the stra- |
tegic-bombing  cumpaign l‘lml'l
essentis) war production did mnot
have u decisive eflect on the out-|
come of the war |

Furthermore. the tide had turn-|
ed strougiy against the Axie pow-
ers long before the strategic
offeusive had begur o aflect war,
production. with free exploiation
of Allied uir strength over enemy
territory & preliminary requisite.

Bombing attucks did, however,
produce significant results against
two types of target systems: oll

| mmation  of

Y directed

" Strategic bombing will not act
w0 defend the Western democrs-

hilized armués 1ully equipped with

This fuct 1 clearly understood
by the leaders and the peoples of
European countries. The gquality
af thelr morale and the degree of
the resistance winer they will pat
up depencd lurgely upon whether
the military strategy of the United
States will be such tha: we offer

then mmediaie and eflective as-
sislance i case ot
The mten' of wholesale exm

enemy civilians cer-
tamly does not enter imnto the offi-
cial definition of stralegic alr war-
fare However strategic bombing,
4f DOw -u«-xm-c unavoidably in-
cludes rundom muss sluughter of
men. women and childrer v the
enemy territory

The Alived bombers 1 Worid War
11 did not mitially intend to attuck

| people 07 cities as the primary tar-
get  Bu' because they were in-
capable 0! precision attuck on se-

iected military and industrial tar-

getr they Tesorted W ares bombing
of citie The mmherent imaccuracy
of lugh-abtitude bombing tends 1o

uxr-

1T dEmnst jarge urbar cen-
especiully when such bomb-
ing 1+ con ¢ of ¢ ap indepen-
uw efiort and not aF & component

au iegrated military offensive
azuinst the hostile armed

force:
I am sure that the moral force
the peoples of this country is
siroug opposition to military me-
| thods s¢ contrary w our iundse
mental ddeais. 11 s Une that stra-
tegic bombing be squarely faced in
this light  thut #t be examined in
relution tw the decent opimions of
mankind

Hunger. poverty and disease are
the greates! enemies of our kind
of civilizution—and the
promoter- o!f communism The
physical destruction achieved in
Germany and Jupan by
bombing in World Wur 11 has com-

of

and transporwation.  1Ip ¥,
the campaign aguins! ransports-
1on  targe! commencing in Sep-
tember. 1444, s0 reduced the mo-
bilt'y and logistic sGpply of the
German grmies that the offensive
on- land was immeasurably assisted

Paradoxicxlly enough. this great
ERerese I the 11 Wel Wap oblained |
in the course of sup) Army
operations  The air forces always
considered that the support of the
ground forces was ¥ diversion from
pure aeriul warfare  Although the
attucks oy transportation had an
.immediagte resul' in immobilizing
the Germuan wur economy as well
ae the German Armies. the import
of this lessor has not beer incor-
porated into the current theory of
strategjc bombing The theory per-
BISLE 41 mdustrial centers are
the most vulnerabie tragets. despite

the evidence from the last war that
ther wem the wrong targets for
the primary effort
1t is not appropriate here W &
ar apalvsis of the vuiner-
1 strategic bombing of a)
possibic enemy. For thie informa- |

1 wonld refer_¥ou to & Tecent |

+ ‘op this subject 1o the .lmn"

assume will be made available 1o
1L secTe! session

1€ appropriate 10 SugRest

s sizable -areas of friendiy ter- |

ritory well be occupied by

may

e enemy 10 berve him ae & future
Are

we 10 atomize oOr |
¥ such urbav-and |
arems - where friendly
the mvaders in |
1 of perhaps 50 or 160 10 17
Now let ur address ourselves 10

that third guestion® Does the con-

ep 0f strategic bombing effectively
support the policies objectives and
commitments { the United Biates”

War i an instrumen: of national

policr. consegnently the methdl
of waring war mus: effectively sup- ‘
por: nationa! policy. Military aims
mus be consonamt with political
¢ The greates: defect of the
presen comcep! of sirategic bomb-
ing i it contradictorT, elstion 1o |
fundememtal ideals palicies and |
rommitm_—+ of the Uniiel Soxies T
oo mone, *Sorant

e s b

IMUUEITia
peoples outnumber

| made

the

| intior 10

pounded the 1 misery brought
on by the war. The bombing cam-
paigus v both countries destroyed
 major segment of tiie economic
basis 1or posi-war society. We are
paying to rebuild bomb-torn Europe
with the Marshall Plan

The leaders of this nation have
consistently _and sincerelr stated
thut the American atm ¢ 1o achieve
lasting peace and prosperity for
the peoples of the world A stable
world economy may be impossible:
10 schieve after another war if it
i= umamn attended by large-scale
destruction of the homes and cities
of the belligerent mations
. Much emphasis has been placed
upon the instant characier of an
offensive using atomic hombe
Amonr lavmen this has produced
ur illusion of power and #ven a
k of  bomb-rattling jingoism
thwurh  responsible officials of
the Government gemnerally dc
themselves subscribe 10 it they
must be influenced by the public
urceplanes of the proposal of in-
stan® retaliation

The ides that it i i our
power to irflict maximum damage
upon the ememy in & short Ume
withou! seriour risk 1« num}vu
creates the delusion tha: we are
slronger than we actually are This

| in turn becomes 2 constant tempta-

over-
com-
1o

tion for policy makers 1to
commi' themselves. 1 make
mitments actually mpossibie
fulfili
In: recent weeks we Luve 'been
uware of the fuct
are not alome in our
of
been the basie of this  {liusory
strength  Perhaps now more pru-
dent and realistic polices will get
attention which ther deserve
ESSENTIAL SECTRITY RE-

QUIRENMENTS

The preceding has beer & jud-
Temen: on the effectiveness of SITa-
tegic bombing. particulariy v Te
our mations! policies,
objectives. ané commirments There
i a fwrther factor which bears
major significance i ar
of the jem

o

srateric

that we ! future
possession |
the atomic weapon which had |

curity of the Uniied States

1 the eflort being devoled w
Stralegic air operations of the type
undér discussion subiracts from
other military elprt wihich contri-
butes more 10 nationu! security, ar
1f the manner of s does |
not with our national ob-
Jectives. then the country is unwise
i following the concept 1o its
Ppresent eftlen: 1 believe this 0
be the case. and should- like 10
touch briefly on pertinem:

this conclusion

The question i+ one -0f proper
balanve of eflort 1 & tariety of
major fieids 0! eritical comse-
guence >

It 1 1mperative
TesOUTOes COmMPrise
of mantaining our vital
securtny while other resources are
bemr mobolized. forces which will
meel our needs quring perhagy the
firs! six months of the first year of

{
gakle

§
¥

;
i

£
4
¥

|
i

l

all

hal our ready
lorces capable

F s torees are thewe % o cities. 1 might add that we 20
“First, the defense of W estern | Jonser hold exclusive rights to this
Europe. form of attack, given us when we
had » monopoly of the weapon es-

The torces which could e prom-
by the Uniled States
« defense of Western
Europe would be the Air Force and
Naval tactical air  The blunt of
any lund Army attack would have
10 be met mitiadly by the armies of
Westery Europesy nations.

The only way i which these
armies could successtully oppose
muor enemy ground forces would
be with the help of stroug tactical
i o Uecided  superiority
hipm

puyr suppliec
0 ussIst 1

Strutegic air
thie  delens bu
would be poor and
caane unsuitable plane types,| Whev calied upen to do so
lack o! personne! traiming, and re-
moteness 0f bases from the combat

areas
o!  Allied

Second. the  delense
bases aguins! disastrous air attack.
to protect

This i¥ & requirement
advanced Allied military
and supply buses. indispensable 10
the projectinz of our military pow-
er forward agums: the enemy and
equally restraimmng him within the
least territorial imits. These would
logically be priority targets for
the enemy air forces. Defense of
these bases again calls for effective
tactical airerati. particularly fight-
ers and fizhter interceptors

Third. attack ou the vainerable
elements of enemy strength
the war with which we are
taved & cumpaizy direcied to the
early destruction of the elements
which mos: afiect the initial capa-
bility. build-up. and
of the enemy military forces must | 4reas of u“ military art is es-
Do uidey withoul delay.—  Lremely_rupid, 1t is

The firgr eflort
attacks dgains!
forces und thenr

mvmucn.

10 which the Afr Force gives first
priority. is designed for u.-
dent action

cannot be & useful part of the
fighting team of all services which
mus! stand ready to meet the poten-
tiully  disastrous shock of any
enemy’s initinl attack

No reasonable expense should be

1 make large capitol in-
ments in ob

which in & few vears' time will have

littie or no militury value. The B-36

must comprise SCTVIC
hostile military |
supply lines: the
land and water routes which con-
mect operatinr forces with their
bases of operation. and along which
supplies and reinforcements move,
Aireraft have & primary role in/age” Survival of
such offensive action. and it is a |mean the bare and
tactical rather thay &  strategic | survival
operation. “equiring all the appro- | answer is easy. Do not fight at all
priate 1y of aireralt which car But if we mean the survival of
be broug bear op the E'Dmllh' values. the principles. and the
whether bases on land or at |traditions of human civilization.
|'we must insure that our military
ussure the success | technigues do mot strip us of self
ostile mijjtary foroes Tespect. Our country has had-a
and lines of communication it is | long history in support of measures
necessary tha! we be capable of |for the amelioration of the effects
achievinr lockl command of the air | of warfare
m vita) Penetration of 1Y we pow consciousiv adopt &
enemy will be unaccep- |ruthiess and barbaric policy to-
tahie and uncertaip of ach-
ievem us there IF pro-
ithe aircraft 1o escort
operations been u ruiding foree iv thie de-
of the rvqukn-1mucrnrv since fts inception” The
security, | concept
maintain | sttacks on nonmilitary targets un-
| lermines. these

1
from

in order
of attucks o

arens
1erritory
OBty

suck
and las'
ments of vital
[‘- anc our allies
control of the see. accepted
| The contimied- defense of West- land #f #t is initiated may destroy
/err. Euroje must depend in the |them
#+ ir the past on the con-| Thé presen' concept of M
flow of munitions and zoods wmrmhmx i* in most urgent need
personne] acrows the ocemns |or review at this time, mot alome
f ses if the prere- | hecause of the re ent information
quisite 1 fundamental sup- | from sbroad but also in its vela-
port 10 the combat areas {tion 10 the Europear military =id
We must v capuble of”defeating | program
ary hostile opposition of surface., Must we maintain as a major
submarine ané air forces whirh |«lement of our military power 3
threatens that comtrol In  part |foree which insists on fighting ﬁ
this i¢ accomplished br humier- | pwn war in its own way. and con-
kiliér operations agains: subme- | tributes virtnalr mﬂnn: 1o the
|Tines at part by on-the- | vhal
| 8pot air de - iv part |and our allies®’
br tactical air atwcks on ‘subms- | Must the lmhnnuuhu continue
|ring and ai* bases from which |ae our because certain
enemv threats zrise Imlm» Frapsed hie false doctrines
CONCLUSION mary vear: ago and vefuse to ve-

of the fact

mus!

stan:
and
Comntro! o

Iv lgot

Although maintained
as & major part of our peacetime
defense it

that ¥nquisk this w m in
.:ﬁ—«r-:‘ e it
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