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Slocum Gate Closure to Impact Cherry Point, Havelock Traffic, Starts July 6 
 

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION CHERRY POINT, NORTH CAROLINA (June 26, 2026) — The Slocum Gate at 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point will be temporarily closed starting July 6, 2026, for approximately 
five weeks. This closure is necessary to install critical security and infrastructure upgrades. 
 
Traffic disruptions are anticipated both on base and in the surrounding community during peak morning 
and afternoon commute times, particularly along NC Highway 101 and US 70 Business route in Havelock, 
North Carolina. 
 
Personnel, residents and visitors to the installation as well as through traffic of the City of Havelock are 
advised to plan for delays during the peak morning and afternoon commute hours, 6–8 a.m. and 3–5 
p.m. 
 
To mitigate traffic congestion, the installation will offer special opening times and modify traffic patterns 
at some of its access control points, including the Main Gate at Roosevelt Boulevard, Cunningham Gate 
at Cunningham Boulevard, and Mary Lou Gate along NC Highway 101. Officials are also strongly advising 
eastbound drivers (approaching the installation from New Bern) to use the Havelock Bypass to route 
traffic around the city for smoother traffic flow. 
 
To reduce the possibility for bottlenecks in traffic, access for commercial and large transport vehicles will 
be prohibited between 5–9 a.m. on weekdays. Commercial vehicles should use the Main Gate or 
Cunningham Gate to access the installation.  
 
During the closure, the following are the Gate Hours of Operations: 

• Main Gate at Roosevelt Boulevard: 24 hours, seven days a week (24/7) 

• Cunningham Gate at Cunningham Boulevard: 4:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday–Friday; 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday.  

• Mary Lou Gate along NC Highway 101: inbound traffic only, from 6-8 a.m., Monday–Friday; 
outbound traffic only, from 3–5 p.m. 

• Catawba Gate: open only to designated essential personnel with an official special-access pass 
provided by the Provost Marshal’s Office, during the morning (6-8 a.m.). 

• Access for commercial and large transport vehicles will be prohibited between 5–9 a.m. on 
weekdays. Commercial vehicles should use the Main Gate or Cunningham Gate to access the 
installation. 

 
More information regarding the closure is available at www.cherrypoint.marines.mil. 
 
Direct inquiries to MCAS Cherry Point Communication Strategy and Operations at 252-466-4241 or 
cherrypoint@usmc.mil. 
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