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Inaugural Emergency Management Summit
Cherry Point gathers region’s emergency management community

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION CHERRY POINT, N.C. (May 5, 2025) — Marine Corps Air Station Cherry
Point leaders will host professionals from the emergency preparedness community for its first-ever
Emergency Management Summit, May 7, 2025, and less than a month before the start of the Atlantic
Hurricane Season.

The event was envisioned to be a forum to solidify connections among military installations, mutual
partners and neighboring communities throughout the eastern North Carolina region to ensure mutual
resilience, and collective readiness for managing major emergencies.

“Our intent in hosting this summit is to facilitate engagement and exchange among our regional
partners and counterparts to manage a major emergency,” said Col. Brendan Burks, MCAS Cherry Point
commanding officer.

Taking cues from recent national destructive weather disasters, local leaders conveyed the necessity of
revisiting the role of military capabilities play in such times, and the summit will help ensure the state’s
emergency management community is ready for the upcoming Hurricane season.

“We hope everyone goes away from this event with broad awareness of the resources and capabilities
that exist in the region, and knowledge of how another agency or organization can aid in response to an
emergency of any type, as well as how to access the needed assistance, if a situation warrants it,” said
Grant DeHaven, director of Mission Assurance for MCAS Cherry Point.

The summit is a one-day event that will be attended by professionals across the sectors of federal, state
and local government, as well as private partners. In a gathering of such professionals and collective
institutional knowledge, the summit will offer attendees more insight of the local installation mission,
emergency communications, lessons learned from past major hurricane response, panel discussion from
emergency preparedness liaison and defense coordinating officers, as well as insight about the variety of
organizational capabilities and other relevant topics.

Members of the press should direct inquiries about this matter to MCAS Cherry Point Communication
Strategy and Operations at 252-466-4241 or cherrypoint@usmc.mil.
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