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Press Release: Cherry Point Guests to Be REAL ID Ready By May 7    

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION CHERRY POINT, N.C. (Feb. 28, 2025) — Beginning May 7, 2025, Marine Corps Air 
Station Cherry Point will enforce the REAL ID Act, which requires visitors and non-permanent party personnel to 
have a REAL ID compliant driver’s license or identification card to enter the installation.  

The requirement will largely affect visitors over the age of 18 that include delivery drivers, third-party contracted 
workers, and public and private guests trying to enter the installation. 

DoD-issued identification cards are REAL ID compliant. So, common-access cardholders, dependents, contractors 
and military retirees possessing valid credentials do not have to obtain a new identification to enter the 
installation. 

All states issue REAL ID compliant driver’s license and identification cards. REAL ID cards issued by the states bear a 
star marking in the upper portion of the card. Individuals seeking to acquire a REAL ID Act-compliant identification 
card should visit the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles website 
at https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/license-id/nc-real-id or that of your home state. At a minimum, documentation 
containing one’s full legal name, date of birth, social security number, and lawful status can be provided to obtain 
a REAL ID. 

The REAL ID Act, passed by Congress in 2005, enacted the 9/11 Commission’s recommendation that the federal 
government “set standards for the issuance of sources of identification, such as driver's licenses and identification 
cards.”  The purpose of the act and regulations cover accessing certain federal facilities; boarding federally 
regulated commercial aircraft; and entering nuclear power plants. 

Questions can be directed to Cherry Point’s Communication Strategy and Operations Office at 252-466-4241 
or cherrypoint@usmc.mil.   
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