UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION
POSTAL SERVICE CENTER BOX 8003
CHERRY POINT NC 28533-0003

ASO 6220.2F
NHC

2 1 MAY 2026

AIR STATION ORDER 6220.2F

From: Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point
To: Distribution List

Subj: MANAGEMENT OF ANIMAL BITE INJURIES AND RABIES CONTROL

Ref: (a) BUMEDINST 6220.13B
(b) Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs Memo: Human
Rabies Prevention During and After Deployment dated Nov 2011
(c) Armed Forces Reportable Events, Guidelines and Case
Definitions dated Oct 2022
(d) Department of Defense Directive 6400.04E

Encl: (1) DD-2341- Report of Animal Bite/Scratch- Potential Rabies
Exposure

1. Situation. To establish guidelines for the treatment and management
of animal bite injuries and rabies control for military and civilian
personnel aboard Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point and align
with references (a) through (4d).

2. Cancellation. ASQO 6220.2E.

3. Mission. To effectively notify necessary animal health and
safety personnel of animal bites and manage, apprehend, control, and
quarantine biting animals aboard MCAS Cherry Point.

4. Execution

a. Commander’s Intent and Concept of Operations

(1) Commander’s Intent. To implement a program that effectively
addresses animal bite injuries, is integrated with the installation’s
Rabies Control Program, and is aligned with the capabilities of Naval
Health Clinic (NHC), Cherry Point.

(2) Concept of Operations

(a) The policy is to establish standardized reporting and
monitoring procedures for animal bites and scratches to ensure prompt and
effective medical evaluation and to mitigate the risk of rabies and other
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zoonotic diseases. This proactive approach is vital to the health and
safety of all personnel.

{(b) Treatment of Animal Bites or Scratches

1. Although human rabies is rare in the United States,
thousands of people receive rabies prophylaxis each yvear. Decision on
treatment must be made immediately because the longer treatment is
delayed, the legs effective it will be. If untreated, rabies
transmission to humans is almost always fatal. Those bitten or scratched
by animals should seek medical attention immediately.

2. Victims should clean their wounds immediately with
soap and water then promptly seek treatment at the nearest emergency room
(ER) . NHC, Cherry Point is not an emergent or urgent care facility and
is not equipped to provide immediate animal bite treatment.

3. Following initial treatment in the ER, 2d Marine
Aircraft Wing personnel should report to the Warrior Wellness and
Readiness (WWAR) Clinic for follow-up care. Other active-duty personnel
or family members should report to their primary care provider at NHC,
Cherry Point. Animal bite victims are encouraged to complete the full
post-exposure prophylaxis vaccination seriesg and can be seen at NHC,
Cherry Point'’s immunizations department for vaccinations.

4. Victims of animal bites occurring on the
installation who are treated at an ER shall promptly report the incident
to NHC, Cherry Point Preventive Medicine Department (PMD) at (252)466-
0141. Injured persons should be prepared to report the description of
the offending animal, location where the bite occurred, the name and
telephone number of the owner, if known, and provide medical treatment
and discharge paperwork from the ER, if obtained. Preventive medicine
personnel will initiate reporting using DD-2341.

5. Healthcare providers in the WWAR and Primary Care
Clinic at NHC, Cherry Point shall notify preventive medicine personnel if
a patient reports to the clinic for follow-on care for an animal bite or
scratch. A bite will be considered as a bite incident only if the victim
reports to NHC, Cherry Point for preventive medicine reporting or follow
up care and documentation on the DD-2341.

6. All animal bite incidents involving active-duty
personnel and Department of War civilians in the performance of their
duties require submission of an appropriate mishap report to the
command/unit safety office in addition to preventive medicine reporting.
To obtain additional information on the command or unit mishap reporting
processes, contact the MCAS Safety Office at (252)466-2730.

(c) Disposition of biting or scratching animals

1l. Animals that inflict bites or scratches on humans,
resulting in a break of skin, are considered rabid and should only be
dispatched upon a veterinarian’s examination and recommendation.
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2. Owners of domestic animals involved in a biting or
scratching incident on the installation shall notify the Provost
Marshal’'s Office (PMO) of the bite/scratch within 24 hours. If the owner
of the animal, or their family member, is the bite/scratch victim, seek
care first and then report the bite/scratch to PMO.

3. PMO shall direct the owner of the biting/scratching
animal to report "with the animal to Veterinary Services. If the event
occurs after hours or on a weekend/holiday, direct the owner to hold the
animal in home quarantine and report with the animal to Veterinary
Services on the next working day.

4. Domestic animals involved in human bite or scratch
cases will be observed for a 10-day quarantine period following the date
of the bite or scratch. If the animal's rabies inoculation is current,
the veterinarian may permit the animal to be placed on home quarantine
after a physical examination.

5. Any domestic animal bitten by a known or suspected
rabid animal will be managed per reference (a) and (d).

b. Tasks

(1) Owner of Biting/Scratching Animal

(a) Report animal bite incident to the PMO.

(b) Follow PMO order for reporting to Veterinary Services for
animal exam.

(c) Comply with home quarantine ingtructions from PMO and
station veterinarian.

(d) Notify the veterinarian if any signs of rabies appear or
if the animal dies during the 10-day quarantine period.

(2) NHC, Cherry Point

(a) Refer all animal bites/scratches to local ER.

(b} Conduct follow-up primary care and file a DD-2341 for
animal bites/scratches that occur on the installation.

(3) NHC, Cherry Point Provider

(a) Determine which specific anti-rabies treatments should be
initiated. If anti-rabies treatment has been initiated at the ER, follow
up on continuing the rabies prophylaxis protocol at NHC, Cherry Point.
Individualize every case with specific emphasis regarding the behavior of
the animal and current epidemiological information. Consult the Station
Veterinarian or Environmental Health Officer (EHO) if the attending
provider is considering starting anti-rabies prophylaxis. If the animal
is wild, shows signs of rabies on initial quarantine exam, or cannot be
apprehended, rabies prophylaxis is indicated and should be initiated.
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(b) Advise the patient or patient’s sponsor (if patient is a
minor) of the risks of rabies infection and explain the post-exposure
therapy protocol.

(c¢) Refer the patient who must receive treatment for wounds
(e.g., surgical or orthopedic) to the appropriate care.

(d) Refer the patient to the PMD to properly complete Form DD
2341. A representative from preventive medicine will fax a copy to the
Station Veterinarian's office for action. Upon completion, the form will
be sent to the PMD for final action.

(4) Station Veterinarian

(a) Provide advice to the animal owner and necessary agencies
on rabies transmission, incidence, and symptomology.

(b} Examine animal rabies suspects on entry and exit from the
quarantine period. If animal shows no signs of rabies, coordinate the
release of healthy animals from quarantine 10 days following the bite
incident.

(¢) If an animal involved in a bite/scratch incident shows'
signs of rabies, process and promptly forward required specimens of any
animal killed during the biting incident, killed during apprehension, or
dying (euthanized after showing signs of rabies) during quarantine to the
appropriate rabies diagnostic laboratory. Promptly relay any laboratory
findings to the patient's attending physician and the PMD.

(5) Preventive Medicine Department

(a) Properly complete, sign, and distribute all animal bite
reports and ensure the original is scanned into internal documentation
records. Forward to Station Veterinarian and PMO’s office for record

keeping and signatures.

1. Disease Reporting System internet. Enter results of
the rabies diagnostic laboratory, if performed, in the record.

(6) Provost Marshal

(a) If the animal belongs to a family living in government
quarters, the Provost Marshal is responsible for enforcing the quarantine
of the biting/scratching animal in the home for 10 days.

(b) Promptly notify the duty veterinarian technician of a
bite/scratch incident and/or unable to locate or capture an animal
involved in a bite/scratch incident.

(c) After a bite/scratch incident, bring any captured
stray/wild animals or domesticated animals with expired rabies
vaccinations to: Animal Control for quarantine arrangements.
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(d) Immediately notify the Station Veterinarian if the suspect
animal dies, shows signs of illness, or escapes. Bring all dead rabies
suspected animals to Veterinary Services.

(e} Maintain adequate records and descriptions of
quarantined animals.

(7) Rabies Control Board

(a} The EHO and the Station Veterinarian review animal bite
reports to ensure proper procedures are followed pertaining to bite
treatment, management, and policy compliance after each animal
bite/scratch incident. The Rabies Control Board convenes on a quarterly
basis. The members will act in an advisory capacity to NHC, Cherry Point
providers in the management and treatment of animal bite and scratch
injuries and will be available for consultation on matters related to

rabies control and treatment.
(b) Rabies Control Board Members
1. Head, Preventive Medicine Department (Chair).
2. Head, Veterinary Medicine Department.
3. Deputy Director, Base Safety.

(c) Advisory Members (Consulted in cases related to their

expertise)

1. Wildlife Bioclogist.
2. Provost Marshal Office: Animal Control.

3. Craven County Communicable Disease Nurse.

(8) General

(a) The indications for specific post-exposure treatment will
govern the administration of rabies vaccine contained in reference (a).
Make no deviation from the routine treatment as outlined in reference (a)
without prior concurrence of the Rabies Control Board. Patients may
receive the first dose of post-exposure therapy in the ER. If not
initiated in the ER, WWAR or NHC, Cherry Point providers should initiate
the administration of the post-exposure therapy.

(b} As part of the 207 occupational medicine exam, a
representative of the Occupational Medicine Department will brief
personnel of MCAS, Cherry Point assigned to animal risk duties (e.g.,
Provost Marshal's Animal Control, Natural Resources Division, and
Veterinary Services Zoonosis Section) on the beneficial aspects and risks
of the rabies pre-exposure prophylaxis, administered per reference (a).
The Occupational Medicine Department is responsible for the follow-up of
the pre-exposure rabies prophylaxis.
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¢. Forms and Records

(1) DD-2341 should only be completed for patients reporting a bite
to the PMD or seeking follow up care at NHC, Cherry Point. Sequentially
number the animal bite reports for control purposes and include the
control number in the patient's record. The Station Veterinarian, Animal
Control, and the PMD will maintain a log of numbered animal bite reports.
The PMD will be responsible for investigating missing report numbers and
will generate animal bite report copies.

(2) The PMD will maintain a digital logbook which indicates the
animal case number, date of incident, address and telephone number of the
patient, name of the attending physician, and date of initiation of anti-
rabies treatment, if indicated.

(3) Form DD 2341 is located at
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Directives/forms/dd2000 2499/DD2341/.

d. Points of Contact

(1) Station Veterinarian: (252)466-2166.

(2) Animal Control: (252)466-2094.

(3) NHCCP Preventive Medicine Department: (252)466-0141.
(4) Local Craven County Animal Control: (252)637-4606.

5. Administration and Logistics

a. Questions pertaining to the contents of this Order should be
directed to the Commander, NHC, Cherry Point.

6. Command and Signal

a. Command. This Order is applicable to MCAS, Cherry Point, its
subordinate and supported commands, and all eligible patrons in need of
animal bite injury assistance.

b. Signal. This Order is effective the;;;:jégiined.
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