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Begin the journey 

LANCE CPL. GLEN E. SANTY

2nd MAW Change of Command, May 5

First F-35B aerial refuel, Oct. 2

VMAQ-2 Return, Oct. 2

Exercise Mailed Fist, June 19

Heritage Flight, Cherry Point Air Show, May 4
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Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 271 step off and 
begin their fi rst hike of the year. The commanding offi cer and 
sergeant major of the squadron lead the hike. Cpl. Devin L. 
Batten, MWSS-271 assistant fuels accountant, said the hike was 
motivating and a good chance to build strong bonds with other 
Marines within the squadron.

CPL. ANDREA CLEOPATRA DICKERSON  

Jan. 5

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

Jan. 18

Marines with Marine Air Control Squadron 2 set up their two-man 
tents where they slept during a three-day MACS-2 fi eld exercise at 
Combat Town aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., Jan. 
17-19. The three-day event gave the noncommissioned offi cers 
and below a chance to plan and execute missions while using 
basic rifl eman skills they learned at recruit training and Marine 
Combat Training.

Jan. 26

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM 

Marines with 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing’s Military Police Company stand in formation for the last time before de-activating during a ceremony 
at their headquarters building aboard Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point. The company was activated on April 25, 2009, and comprised of 
a headquarters section and four platoons, located at Marine Corps Air Stations Beaufort, Cherry Point and New River. “This and all other MP 
Companies Marine Corps wide will be shutting down and consolidating in three large battalions that will be known as the ‘Law Enforcement 
Battalion,’” said Capt. Jonathon C. Ajinga, who commanded 2nd MAW MP Company.

Feb. 1

CPL. SCOTT L. TOMASZYCKI 

An AV-8B Harrier from Marine Attack Squadron 231 uses its vertical landing capability 
to land aboard the USS Kearsarge for Exercise Bold Alligator 2012. The purpose of the 
exercise was to revitalize Navy and Marine Corps amphibious expeditionary tactics, 
techniques and procedures and reinvigorate its culture of conducting combined Navy 
and Marine Corps operations from the sea using the Navy’s Expeditionary Strike 
Group 2 and the Marine Corps’ 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade.

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Cpl. Kyle J. Goss, an airframe mechanic with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 366, holds 
his child at the squadron’s hangar here after returning from a seven-month deployment to the 
Horn of Africa. The Marines deployed to provide support in preventing confl ict, promoting 
regional stability and protecting coalition interests. 

Feb. 11

Feb. 4

The daughter of a  Marine Aviation Logistics 
Squadron 14 Marine waves a small American fl ag 
while she waits outside the Training and Education 
Building for her father to return after a 7-month 
deployment to Camp Bastion, Afghanistan. Aviation 
logistics Marines were among thousands to deploy 
to Afghanistan throughout the year. Other Marines 
stationed here also attached to Marine expeditionary 
units and deployed to other parts of the world like 
the Horn of Africa.

CPL. ANDREA CLEOPATRA DICKERSON  
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CPL. TYLER J. BOLKEN

Marine Cpl. David Shouse is credited for saving the life of a man stuck inside his burning truck in the 
parking lot of an ABC store in Boiling Spring Lakes, N.C. “The Marine Corps teaches you selfl essness,” 
said Shouse. “The vehicle was on fi re and I wanted to make sure no one was in it. I didn’t want to see 
anyone get hurt.” Shouse was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal for his actions that day.

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

Canadian army Cpl. Stephane M. Hogue, left, a medic with 36th Canadian Brigade, and Lance Cpl. Chad M. Angeli, a team leader with Battery B, 
2nd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion, patrol a road aboard Virginia Army National Guard Installation Fort Pickett, Va. The two groups integrated 
to complete a scenario-based humanitarian mission in support of exercise South Bound Trooper.

CPL. SCOTT L. TOMASZYCKI

The daughter of a Marine rushes to embrace her father, Maj. Jeffrey 
T. Murphy, after a deployment to Afghanistan with 2nd MAW (Fwd). 
Murphy was the aviation safety offi cer for the wing, which fl ew 
approximately 70,000 combat sorties in 60,000 hours of fl ight time.

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Marines with Ma-
rine Aerial Refueler 
Transport Squadron 
252 gather outside 
the squadron’s han-
gar before departing 
to attach to the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit. 

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Marines from Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune connect a beam to one of HMH-366’s CH-53E Super Stallions during training near Camp Lejeune.

Feb. 14

Feb. 21

April 2

March 3

March 20
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Sgt. Maj. Jerry L. Bailey prepares to relinquish his duties as sergeant major of Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry Point to Sgt. Maj. Angela M. Maness during a relief and appointment 
ceremony on the air station parade deck. Maness was previously the sergeant major of 
Combat Logistics Battalion 3 at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Kaneohe Bay.

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

CPL. TYLER J. BOLKEN

Marines with Marine Aircraft Group 14 prepare their Mission Oriented Protective Posture Gear outside the 
confi dence chamber aboard MCAS Cherry Point while getting their safety brief from CBRN specialists.

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Medal of Honor recipient Sgt. Dakota L. Meyer is fi tted in a fl ight suit aboard Kentucky Air National Guard Basein 
Louisville, Ky. Meyer was being fi tted for an upcoming ride in a T/AV-8B Harrier during the “Thunder Over Louisville” 
air show. Marine Attack Training Squadron 203 went to Louisville to support the event.

Maj. J. Eric Grunke, pictured 
here at Cherry Point, was named 
Marine Corps Aviator of the Year 
by the Marine Corps Aviation 
Association. The MCAA gives the 
award to the pilot who makes the 
most outstanding contribution 
to Marine aviation over that past 
year. Grunke, an AV-8B Harrier 
pilot, played an instramental role 
in a mission to recover a downed 
Air Force pilot in Libya.

An F4U Corsair fl ies in formation with an AV-8B Harrier during the 2012 Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point “Celebrate the Heritage” air show, showcasing where Marine aviation has been and where it is now. 

April 21

May 24

May 14

Col. Daniel B. Conley, com-
manding offi cer of Marine 
Wing Support Group 27, and 
Sgt. Maj. Michael E. Sprague, 
sergeant major of  MWSG-27, 
case the group’s colors dur-
ing a deactivation ceremony. 
As part of the deactivation, 
Marine wing support squad-
rons were reorganized to fall 
under Marine aircraft groups.

April 11

Maj. Gen. Jon M. Davis, left, hands the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing colors to Maj. Gen. Glenn M. Walters, relinquishing command of the wing to Walters on the fl ight line 
at Cherry Point. Walters previously served as the assistant wing commander, and as the commanding general of 2nd MAW (Fwd.) in 2011. Davis, now a lieutenant 
general, serves as the deputy director of U.S. Cyber Command. 

Maj. Gen. John A. Toolan, commanding general of 2nd Marine Division, 
communicates with company commanders about the plan of attack for the 
opening raid for 2nd MAW’s Operation Mailed Fist at Cherry Point. Toolan is now 
the commanding general of the I Marine Expeditionary Force.

Gunnery Sgt. Shawn D. Decker, 
platoon sergeant with Company 
C, 2nd Reconnaissance Battalion, 
jumps out the back of a CH-53E 
Super Stallion from Marine Heavy 
Helicopter Squadron 464, into the 
ocean off the North Carolina coast 
as part of Exercise Mailed Fist. 

An AH-1W Super Cobra attack helicopter from Marine Light Attack Helicopter 
Squadron 467 screens the ground below, providing a show of force as part of a 
Tactical Recovery of Aircraft or Personnel training mission in North Carolina’s 
Croatan National Forest.

Capt. John F. Ferguson assumed 
command of more than 350 personnel 
at Naval Health Clinic Cherry Point 
from Capt. Edgardo Perez-Lugo during 
a ceremony at Miller’s Landing aboard 
the air station.

April 11

May 4

May 24

June 19

June 18

June 22

July 13

June 18

Staff Sgt. Jared Sberal, a quality assurance representative with Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 467, fi res the 
GAU-17 six barreled Gatling machine gun at mock targets below in support of Exercise Mailed Fist. 
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CPL. TYLER J. BOLKEN
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Brig. Gen. Gary L. Thomas 
speaks about his duties as the 
Assistant Wing Commander of 
the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing 
during an interview at the 
Wing headquarters building 
at Cherry Point. Thomas 
arrived aboard the air station 
from the Pentagon, where 
he served as the assistant 
deputy commandant for Marine 
aviation. Thomas is an F/A-18 
Super Hornet pilot by trade and 
native of Austin, Texas. Thomas 
is now the commanding general 
of 2nd MAW (Forward).

LANCE CPL. GLEN E. SANTY  

July 27

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

An F/A-18D Hornet fl own by Lt. Col. Peter L. McArdle,  
commanding offi cer of Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack 
Squadron 224 at 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing’s Marine Corps 
Air Station Beaufort, S.C., takes off from the fl ight line at 
Cherry Point. The fi ghter squadron visited Cherry Point 
to conduct combined arms integration training with local 
2nd MAW squadrons. 

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART 

An F-5N Tiger with Marine Fighter Training Squadron 401 takes off from the fl ight line at Cherry Point, N.C. The F-5N Tiger  
conducted air-to-air combat training off the coast of North Carolina with Marine Attack Squadron 223. VMFT-401 is a 4th 
Marine Aircraft Wing squadron based at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz.

CPL. BRIAN ADAM JONES 

Col. Philip J. Zimmerman, commanding offi cer of Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point, speaks with local elected offi cials at the Marine Transport Squadron 1 hangar at 
Cherry Point. Zimmerman and the seven offi cials, all members of the Civilian Military 
Community Council, boarded one of VMR-1’s HH-46E “Pedro” Sea Knight helicopters 
for a fl ight to view some of the air station’s outlying training grounds. “They were 
exposed to more about Marine aviation in a four-hour period than what two years of 
meetings could get across,” said Zimmerman.

CPL. TYLER J. BOLKEN 

Col. Robert B. Sofge, took command of Marine 
Aircraft Group 14. The group is made up of more 
than 4,200 Marines and Sailors and 11 squadrons.

Aug. 14

Two F-35B Joint Strike Fighters conduct the fi rst aerial refueling of its kind with a KC-130J Hercules 
in the sky above Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. Previous aerial refueling operations with the F-35 had been 
conducted with test aircraft. “It’s great to start to expand our operational capability in the context of 
working with the Marine Air-Ground Task Force,” said Lt. Col. David Berke, who commands the F-35B 
squadron, Marine Fighter Attack Training Squadron 501, at Eglin. The KC-130J was from 2nd Marine 
Aircraft Wing’s Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 252, based out of Cherry Point.

Oct. 2

Aug. 1

Oct. 17

COURTESY PHOTO
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CPL. SCOTT L. TOMASZYCKI

Maj. Gen. Glenn M. 
Walters, left, com-
manding general of 
2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing, hands Secre-
tary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus a piece of the 
Marine Corps birthday 
cake during the wing’s 
237th Marine Corps 
birthday ball celebra-
tion in New Bern. Ma-
bus said the night was 
all about celebrating 
history, tradition and 
heritage.

Nov. 30

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

Col. Philip J. Zimmerman, command-
ing offi cer of Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point, cuts the fi rst piece of 
cake during a cake cutting ceremony 
in honor of the 237th Marine Corps 
birthday at the station theater during 
the station birthday pageant. Marines 
at Cherry Point celebrated the Marine 
Corps birthday at many events and 
birthday balls throughout the week.

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Brig. Gen. Gary L. Thomas, commanding general of 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing (Forward), salutes the 
colors shortly after uncasing them during a ceremony signifying the offi cial activation of the unit 
at Cherry Point.

Nov. 8

Oct. 18

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

Col. Peter J. DeVine, right, outgoing commanding offi cer of 
Marine Air Control Group 28, shakes hands with Col. Jeff S. 
Kojac, the incoming commanding offi cer, during the MACG-28 
change of command on the Marine Air Control Squadron 2 pa-
rade fi eld.

Dec. 5

CPL. BRIAN ADAM JONES

Staff Sgt. Terri Kopetzki, a musician with the 2nd MAW Band, performs at the annual Christmas con-
cert at the air station theater. The band helped the community bring in the holiday season with a 
bang.

Dec. 7

CPL. BRIAN ADAM JONES

Sgt. Maj. Susan M. Bellis, right, speaks with Sgt. Maj. Christopher G. Robinson prior to their relief and appointment ceremony on the fl ight line at Cherry 
Point. Bellis, who is slated to retire in March, relinquished her duties as sergeant major of the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing to Robinson.

Nov. 7

Continue the journey on B1 and B2
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Marines maintain helicopters during holidays

PHOTO BY LANCE CPL. JACOB BARBER

Lance Cpl’s Hershal Copresto and James Eck, helicopter crew chiefs with Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 463, examine the propellers on a CH-53E Super Stallion 
helicopter, Dec. 26. Around the world, Marines stayed committed to thier mission through the holiday season. The helicopter’s crew focused on repairing and maintaining 
each helicopter daily, to ensure the Super Stallions are mission ready for flight operations.
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“★ ★ ★ ★
HANG ON TIGHT. You’re in for

a hell of a ride
with this high-voltage thriller.”

PETER TRAVERS,

I AM
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Only you can authorize repairs on 
your vehicle. Be certain that the 
insurance company will cover the 

cost of repairing all accident
damages before you sign anything.

1305 East Main Street • Havelock, NC 28532
252-447-3066 or 252-447-2086

Quality Body Shop

Precision repairs 
bumper to bumper 
and everywhere in 

between.

400 Fontana Blvd, Havelock NC
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while browsing the booths of your 
favorite local Home Businesses!
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2012 IN REVIEW

Col. Philip J. Zimmerman, commanding offi cer of Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, bowls a turkey down an aisle of the commissary at an 
event for special olympians.  The fi ve top scorers got a chance to bowl against the air station commanding offi cer and sergeant major while event 
volunteers, participants and Marines stood on the sidelines and cheered them on.

Marines with Marine Attack Squadron 231, “Ace of Spades,” 
wearing coveralls, and Marine Tactical Electronic Warfare 
Squadron 4, “Seahawks,” wearing Marine Corps utilities, fl ip 
KC-130J Hercules tires in the last stretch of the “Feats of 
Strength” competition on the Cherry Point fl ight line. 

Sesame Street performs for military children at the station theater. The event was part of Sesame Street’s 
military family initiative, in conjunction with the United Service Organization. 

The daughter of a 2nd 
Low Altitude Air Defense 
Battalion Marine carries 
an American fl ag to a 
ceremonial fi re here. The 
U.S. Flag Code dictates 
that, “The fl ag, when it is 
in such condition that it 
is no longer a fi tting em-
blem for display, should 
be destroyed in a digni-
fi ed way, preferably by 
burning.”

June 14

April 30Jan. 23

Jan. 9

CPL. ANDREA CLEOPATRA DICKERSON

LANCE CPL. GLEN E. SANTY

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Make Reservations Today!

252-633-1193
2301 Neuse Blvd. 

New Bern, NC 28560

TheFlameCatering.com

Catering and Banquet Centre

Join Us for Sunday Brunch!

Relax and 
Leave the 

Cooking to Us.
11:30am - 3:00pm

Adults
$15.95
Children
$8.95

Enjoy Chef 
Smoke's Prime 

Rib Every Sunday 
and Much More!

Voted Best Chef
Three Years in a Row!

Voted Best Brunch in 
New Bern!

Bring the Family & 
See For Yourself!

Don't Forget Your
Church Bulletin to 
Receive 15% OFF 

your ENTIRE PARTY!

Now Open In
New Bern

To order, please call or visit: 
252-638-5009

3313 MLK, Jr. Blvd.
New Bern, NC 28562

EdibleArrangements.com

Visit Us &

SAVE $5.00
on any order

Code: cssj1015

*Offer valid at participating locations. offer expires 1/22/2013. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer code must be used when placing order. 
Containers may vary. EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS, the Fruit Basket Logo Design and Orange Blossom are registered trademarks of Edible Arrangements,
LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved. Franchises available; call 1-888-727-4258 or visit eafranchise.com.

BRING IN 
YOUR LAST 

PAY STUB TO
PRE-FILE

YOUR TAXES*

A Partner And A PathSM

HAVELOCK OFFICE
Havelock, NC 28532

252-447-3401

NEWPORT OFFICE
Newport, NC 28570

252-223-5391

MOREHEAD CITY OFFICE
Morehead City, NC 28557

252-240-2550

SMYRNA OFFICE
Smyrna, NC 28579

252-729-1400

BEAUFORT OFFICE
Beaufort, NC 28516

252-504-7205

HAVELOCK WALMART
Havelock, NC 28532

252-463-0010

MOREHEAD CITY WALMART
Morehead City, NC 28557

252-727-0400

* W-2 Necessary to File Return
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The fi gurehead on the “Chesty Pullers” dragon boat stares forward as the Marines who make up the 
team push it into the Neuse River for a boat race at Oriental, N.C. Immediately following the fi rst race, 
the second trio of boats was in the water heading to the starting line. The races were fast paced, one 
group following the other.

A player for the Cherry Point rugby team digs in trying to outrun players from 
the all-Irish team during the 2nd annual Blackbeard 7s Beach U.S. Open Rugby 
Championship Tournament at Atlantic Beach. The Irish squad defeated Cherry 
Point in the championship match.

Aug. 7

Lt. Col. Eric S. Weiss-
berger, executive of-
fi cer of Marine Corps 
Air Station Cherry 
Point, examines the 
Havelock 9/11 Me-
morial Plaza after 
an annual memorial 
service. The memo-
rial features a beam 
from the World Trade 
Center in New York 
City. The ceremony 
was hosted by the 
Havelock Mayor and 
Board of Commis-
sioners, Havelock 
Fire Department and 
Havelock Police De-
partment to remem-
ber those who were 
lost during the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.

Aug. 11

Sept. 14

Sept. 8

Aug. 11

Lance Cpl. Aaron D. Cruz, a tactical data systems administrator, and his wife DeAn-
na M. Cruz, wave at friends atop the lighthouse at Cape Lookout National Seashore. 
More than 150 Marines and spouses from Cherry Point and Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune spent a day at the Cape Lookout lighthouse area as part of Down East Military 
Fun Day. Participants spent the day lounging at the beach, fi shing off the shore, walk-
ing the nature trails surrounding the lighthouse and touring the Cape Lookout Light 
Station.

Cpl. Cody Matthias, a range coach with Headquarters 
and Headquarters Squadron, takes aim during a prac-
tice round before the twice-weekly pool tournament at 
the Roadhouse. 

Check out all photos on the Cherry Point Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/MCASCherryPoint

LANCE CPL. GLEN E. SANTY

CPL. TYLER J. BOLKEN

CPL. SANTIAGO G. COLON JR. 

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM
LANCE CPL. S.T. STEWART

Housekeeping Provided. Everything Furnished. Move In 

Today! No Waiting - No Deposits

Pay by Day: $59.00 Pay by Week: $299.00

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*ACTUAL PHOTO*

STAY 3 WEEKs GET THE 4TH WEEK FREE

HOSTESS HOUSE• NEWPORT •
Quiet Serene Settings • Security Guard • Housekeeping Provided

Low Rates For Unassisted Seniors & Handicapped NEWPORT ~ 252.223.6020 CLOSE. CONVENIENT. CONNECTED.

After the Holiday
Go Hide-A-Way
Served by Delta and US Airways,

with direct fl ights to Atlanta and Charlotte.

NewBernAirport.com • 252.638.8591
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