
Lt. Col. Mark Elfers, executive offi cer of 
Marine Attack Squadron 223, received the 
2nd place 2012 Maj. Gen. Harold W. Chase 
Essay Contest Award from the Marine 
Corps Gazette Dec. 10 at Cherry Point.

Maj. Gen. Glenn M. Walters, command-
ing general of 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, 
presented the award to Elfers.. 

The essay, “Don’t Accomplish Your Plan; 
Accomplish Your Mission,” appears in the 
December issue of the Marine Corps Ga-
zette.

“You wrote about planning and being 
an out of the box thinker, and I know that 
is true because you drove me nuts when 
you were my planner,” said Walters. Elf-
ers served under Walters in Afghanistan in 
2011 as a future operations offi cer with 2nd 
MAW (Forward).

The Marine Corps Gazette editorial board 
wrote that Elfers’ piece, “… serves well 
the objectives of the contest by encourag-
ing professional dialogue and challenging 
conventional wisdom in the U.S. Marine 
Corps.”
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Harrier pilot recognized 
for ‘challenging 
conventional wisdom’
LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART 
MCAS CHERRY POINT

Lt. Col. Mark Elfers, right, executive offi cer 
of Marine Attack Squadron 223, receives 
the 2nd place 2012 Maj. Gen. Harold W. 
Chase Essay Contest Award from Maj. 
Gen. Glenn M. Walters, commanding 
general of 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, in 
the squadron’s hangar Dec. 10

Petty Offi cer 3rd Class John H. Nelson, a search and rescue medical technician with Marine Transport Squadron 1, 
evaluates the condition of a dummy during an injured pilot training scenario as one of the squadron’s HH-46E Sea 
Knight helicopters awaits orders during a search and rescue exercise near Morehead City, N.C., Dec. 6. 

Frequent, tough, realistic training helps maintain the prow-
ess demanded of America’s expeditionary force in readiness. 
Marine Transport Squadron 1’s search and rescue members 
train as often as two or three times a day to be ready in case 
they have to jump into action.

VMR-1’s SAR unit conducts training ranging from rappel-
ling from its HH-46E Sea Knight helicopters to search and 
rescue exercises. During a SAR-X, VMR-1 rescue swimmers, 
crew chiefs and their SAR medical technicians face diffi cult 
qualifi cation tests. They conduct training in forests, open 
plains and over water. The scenarios include rescuing downed 
pilots and open-ocean medical evacuations. These rescues 
force the team to use all the skills they train to maintain. 

“Search and rescue is so dynamic, and there are so many 
different skills utilized to successfully complete a mission,” 
said Petty Offi cer 3rd Class John H. Nelson, a SAR medi-
cal technician with VMR-1. “There are so many skills we 
have to maintain, so one day we will conduct hoisting, the 
next we’ll conduct boat hoisting training, where we lower our 
team down to a boat to medevac an injured person, and then 
the next conduct a SAR-X.”

VMR-1 constantly tries to entice new Marines and Sailors 
to join its ranks in order to maintain mission capability, but 
not everyone has the skills needed to become a search and 
rescue team member. 

Marines of any rank or military occupational specialty can 

come be a rescue swimmer, said Cpl. Kyle B. Smith, one of 
only three qualifi ed rescue swimmers in the entire Marine 
Corps, all of whom are assigned to VMR-1. 

“We have very few qualifi ed crew members right now,” 
said Smith. “We need to keep these people’s training up to 
date to maintain mission readiness and ensure success within 
our unit.”

Search and rescue missions are high-stress situations that 
can cause some people to lose their cool. The team with 
VMR-1 said their training helps them mentally prepare for 
their missions.

“Keeping a clear mind is the most important thing,” said 
Smith.  “If you’re not in the right state of mind, you’re go-
ing to start forgetting about safety. When you have someone 
hanging outside of an aircraft and you forget about safety, 
people are going to get hurt. The last thing you want to do is 
hurt someone while you’re trying to rescue them.”

The Marines said they know their success or failure literally 
dictates whether or not people live or die.

“We train every day to ensure the success of every search 
and rescue mission we get,” said Nelson. “During training ex-
ercises, we do everything we can to push our Marines to learn 
their job and perfect it. When you are dealing with a real-
life situation, you don’t have time to lose your cool. Someone 
may die because you weren’t functioning correctly.”

For details about joining the squadron’s SAR team, contact 
VMR-1 at (252) 466-6213.

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

MCAS CHERRY POINT

LANCE CPL. CORY D. POLOM

Wing Marine awarded for heroism in Afghanistan

LANCE CPL. S. T. STEWART

Search and rescue Marines stay 
ready through constant training

1st Sgt. Reginald Daniels received the Bronze Star Dec. 
14, during a special ceremony at Marine Wing Communi-
cations Squadron 28 headquarters. 

The squadron commanding offi cer, Lt. Col. Matthew E. 
Limbert, presented the award. Daniels is the company fi rst 
sergeant for Company A, MWCS-28. 

From July through December 2011, Daniels was de-
ployed to Helmand province, Afghanistan, as the company 
gunnery sergeant for 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment. 

Following a “catastrophic improvised explosive device 
attack” on Aug. 5, 2011, that severely wounded his com-
pany commander, a Navy corpsman and two Marines, 
Daniels freed two service members trapped in the vehi-
cle through the  turret, secured the site, and ensured the 
wounded were safely evacuated, all the while ensuring ac-
countability of all serialized gear. 

Throughout his tour in Afghanistan, Daniels “was a 
driving force behind company combat operations ensuring 
security in a highly unstable and kinetic battle space. He 
personally participated in over 200 mounted patrols, log-
ging over 3,500 miles and 675 hours of tactical movements 
in order to resupply 15 fi xed positions and 420 personnel 
dispersed across a violent 48 square kilometer area,” ac-
cording to the award citation. 

CPL. BRIAN ADAM JONES

CPL. BRIAN ADAM JONES 
MCAS CHERRY POINT
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Make Reservations Today!

252-633-1193
2301 Neuse Blvd. 

New Bern, NC 28560

TheFlameCatering.com

Catering and Banquet Centre

Join Us for Sunday Brunch!

Relax and 
Leave the 

Cooking to Us.
11:30am - 3:00pm

Adults
$15.95
Children
$8.95

Enjoy Chef 
Smoke's Prime 

Rib Every Sunday 
and Much More!

Voted Best Chef
Three Years in a Row!

Voted Best Brunch in 
New Bern!

Bring the Family & 
See For Yourself!

Don't Forget Your
Church Bulletin to 
Receive 15% OFF 

your ENTIRE PARTY!

Tickets available at  
The Flame or by calling 

(252) 633-1193

3 lucky Craven County School Teachers 
will receive a cash prize to use for their 

classroom!  $5 of every ticket goes  
towards the prize so invite your friends & 

VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE TEACHER!

2301 Neuse Blvd, New Bern 

Special room rates available at  
SpringHill Suites by Marriott for our 

guests!  Ask for the “New Years 
Eve Ball at The Flame” rate.

Baldree’s Tire of Havelock
103 Catawba Rd. (252) 444-3600

www.baldreetire.com
Hours of Operation

Mon.-Fri. 7:00am - 5:30pm • Sat. 7:30am - 1:00pmCLOSE. CONVENIENT. CONNECTED.

After the Holiday
Go Hide-A-Way
Served by Delta and US Airways,

with direct fl ights to Atlanta and Charlotte.

NewBernAirport.com • 252.638.8591

1-800-234-1040 •  www.JacksonHewitt.com
A Partner And A PathSM

You May Be Entitled to More Money Back!
Let us look over last year’s return for you for FREE.
We’ll review any return prepared by you or someone else. If we  nd an 
error or additional deductions and credits that result in more money in 
your pocket, we can amend the return for you.

HAVELOCK
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
252-447-3401 / 447-5439

MOREHEAD CITY
Tuesday & Thursday

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
252-240-2550

BEAUFORT
Wednesdays ONLY
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

252-504-7205

NEWPORT
Wednesdays ONLY
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

252-223-5391

WALMART LOCATIONS
CLOSED

SMYRNA
Fridays ONLY

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
252-729-1400

Cookies for Troops raises spirits at Cherry Point

From left to right, Sgt. Maj. Angela M. Maness, Cherry Point sergeant major; Sgt. Maj. David L. Bradford, Marine Aircraft Group 14 sergeant major; Bob Upchurch, 
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Committee member; David Heath, Carteret County Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Committee chairman; 
and Lt. Col. Eric S. Weissberger, the air station executive officer, gather around cookies donated by the committee to Marines in the Cherry Point and 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing headquarters building Dec. 20. The committee members brought dozens of boxes of cookies and Christmas cards for 2nd MAW and Cherry Point Marines during 
its sixth annual Cookies for Troops event. “We recognize that there are a lot of service members on duty during the holidays, so we brought treats, so they can still have 
a taste of Christmas and grab some cookies,” said Heath.

LANCE CPL. PAUL E. WYATT

The editorial content is edited, prepared and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office at Cherry Point. Correspondence should 
be addressed to: Commanding Officer, Public Affairs Office, 
(Attn: Individual concerned), PSC Box 8013, MCAS Cherry 
Point, N.C. 28533-0013. To provide comments or sugges-
tions call 252-466-4241, email:
cherry.point.windsock@gmail.com, or visit http://ice.disa.mil 
to submit an ICE comment. Windsock is a registered trade-
mark. To address any distribution problems please contact 
Ellis Publishing at 252-444-1999. This Department of De-
fense newspaper is an authorized publication for members 
of the DoD. Contents of the Windsock are not necessarily 
the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense, United States Marine Corps, 
Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, or the Public Affairs 
Office, Cherry Point, N.C. The appearance of advertising in 
this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense, the 
U.S. Marine Corps, or Ellis Publishing Co., of the products 
or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publica-
tion shall be made available for purchase, use or patronage 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or 
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 
The Windsock is published by Ellis Publishing Co., a private 
firm in no way connected with the Department of Defense or 
the U.S. Marine Corps under exclusive written contract with 
Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, N.C. The editorial 
content of this publication is the responsibility of the PAO.
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“WE’RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY”
219 Broad Street | New Bern, NC

252.633.2550 | 1.800.ACCIDENT (222.4336)
KellumLawFirm.com
OFFICES IN: 

New Bern | Goldsboro | Rocky Mount | Jacksonville | Greenville | Morehead City | Roanoke Rapids

Williamston | Wilmington

If you’ve been in an accident, you have a lot to deal with. Here 
are some ways THE KELLUM LAW FIRM can help you!

REASONS TO HIRE A 
PERSONAL INJURY 
ATTORNEY AFTER 
YOUR ACCIDENT!

1 We’ll handle your claim for property or totaling of your car at no 
  charge to you.

2 We’ll get you a rental car or loss of use compensation when your 
  car is not drivable.

3 We’ll collect your medpay coverage.

4 We’ll help you find a doctor and obtain medical treatment regard-
  less of health insurance.

5 We’ll collect your medical bills and records, lost wages verifica-  
  tion, and doctors opinions regarding your injury and impairments.

6 We’ll help you negotiate a settlement of your claim or go to court 
  if we cannot obtain a fair settlement.

7 Bottom line: We Will Be With You All the Way.

I AM

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED

We will be closed 
for Christmas

December 24 to 28
1305 East Main Street • Havelock, NC 28532

252-447-3066 or 252-447-2086

Quality Body Shop

Merry Christmas
from

FDNY ladder company tribute 
patrols Afghanistan skies

CAMP BASTION, Afghanistan – In an effort to ensure 
Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 169 Marines 
remember why they are deployed, the squadron has ad-
opted the “Greet Berets” of Engine 60, Ladder 17, one 
of New York Fire Department’s most decorated ladder 
companies. The company was heavily involved in rescue 
attempts at the World Trade Center, Sept. 11, 2001.

The squadron, comprised of AH-1W Super Cobras and 
UH-1Y Venoms, began its current deployment in south-
ern Afghanistan in November.

During HMLA-169’s deployment, Lt. Col. Garrett 
Hoffman, commanding offi cer, HMLA-169, announced 
the name and showed the photograph of a fallen fi refi ght-
er who lost his life on 9/11. He ended the brief by saying 
two simple words, “Never forget.”

The squadron also paid tribute to the ladder company 
and to all FDNY members. Marines with the corrosion 
control section developed and painted a mural on the side 
on a Super Cobra to honor FDNY and help ensure the 
squadron’s Marines remember why they are deployed.

“We took an actual picture of the New York skyline pri-
or to 9/11, and then scaled the photo,” said Sgt. Micheal 
Morgan, the corrosion control noncommissioned offi cer 
in charge. “Then we built a model to see how it would 
look on the (aircraft) and eventually hand-painted the im-
age on the actual (helicopter).”

The process took the corrosion control section approxi-
mately one week to complete. While the Marines in the 

section are proud of their work, they understand the im-
portance and bigger picture of the message behind it.

“It serves as a reminder to everyone in the squadron 
and anyone who sees the aircraft,” said Lance Cpl. Ja-
cob Estrada, a corrosion control Marine with the squad-
ron. “Not only is it a reminder of why we are here, but 
it is also defi nitely a morale booster and motivator for 
everyone.”

“Sometimes when you are (working on the fl ightline), 
you forget exactly where you are,” said Lance Cpl. Philip 
Shands, a corrosion control Marine. “Now, every time 
you see that aircraft, you remember where you are and 
why you are here.”

The mural painted on the aircraft is also intended to 
serve as a reminder to all Marines throughout Helmand 
province of the important role each of them plays.

“Not only does the aircraft represent the New York City 
emergency responders, it also reminds Marines of what 
we are fi ghting for here in Afghanistan,” said Capt. Greg-
ory Butler, the corrosion control offi cer in charge and a 
Super Cobra pilot. “Regardless what a Marine does while 
deployed, whether he is working on the fl ightline, is an 
administrator or patrolling the streets, everyone plays a 
vital role.”

The squadron has approximately four months remain-
ing in Afghanistan and will continue to support and pay 
tribute to Engine 60, Ladder 17 and the New York City 
Fire Department throughout their deployment, and the 
Super Cobra will continue to patrol the Afghan sky re-
minding Marines of why they are here.

SGT. JOHN JACKSON

REGIONAL COMMAND SOUTHWEST

An AH-1W Super Cobra with Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 169 sits on the Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, 
flight line Dec. 15. The squadron’s corrosion control section hand painted a mural on the side of the Super Cobra to 
help remind the squadron’s Marines and all service members who see the aircraft why they are deployed.

SGT. JOHN JACKSON
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PUBLIC NOTICE
RECORD OF DECISION AVAILABLE

OPERABLE UNIT 1, SITE 83
MARINE CORPS AIR STATION, CHERRY POINT, NORTH CAROLINA
The U.S. Department of the Navy (Navy) announces the availability of the Re-
cord of Decision (ROD) for Operable Unit 1 (OU1), Site 83, located at Marine 
Corps Air Station (MCAS), Cherry Point, North Carolina.  The ROD presents the 
selected remedy of No Further Action (NFA) within OU1, Site 83. The ROD pres-
ents No Further Action (NFA) as the remedy because there is no unacceptable 
risk to human health or the environment at Site 83 under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).

The OU1, Site 83 ROD has been reviewed and approved by the Navy and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), in consultation with the North Caro-
lina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR).

A public comment period was held from April 10 to May 25, 2012, and a public 
meeting was held on April 24, 2012 to solicit comments on the Proposed Plan. 
There were no public comments made concerning the Proposed Plan.  Final 
signature for the OU1, Site 83 ROD was completed on November 16, 2012. 

Copies of the OU1, Site 83 ROD are available at:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) MCAS Cherry Point 
     Environmental Restoration Program (ERP) Public Web Site:
     http://go.usa.gov/YjY

Note: Some internet browsers do not include Department of Defense (DoD) 
digital security certifi cates, which may result in a security warning recommend-
ing that the user not proceed. Though there is no harm from proceeding, to 
avoid such security alerts fi rst download the DoD Root CA Certifi cates by fol-
lowing the instructions at the following web site:

http://dodpki.c3pki.chamb.disa.mil/rootca.html

If you do not have personal access to the internet, access to the MCAS Cherry 
Point ERP Public Web Site and a hard copy of the OU1, Site 83 ROD may be 
obtained at the following location:

Havelock–Craven County Library, 301 Cunningham Blvd., Havelock, NC 28532
(252) 447-7509

The MCAS Cherry Point ERP Web Site includes the Administrative Record File 
for the site, which contains all documents that were used as the basis for this 
decision.

For more information regarding this site, contact: 
Ms. Nicole Cowand

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Mid-Atlantic
6506 Hampton Blvd, Norfolk, VA  23508-1278

Phone:  (757) 322-4768

HWY 17 SOUTH • NEW BERN, NC • 252-638-3897

After
Christmas

Sale!
UP TO

50%
O F F

of New Bern

* Some Exclusions Apply
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CENTRAL TRAINING AREA, OKINAWA, 
Japan – Dozens of simulated casualties were 
strewn about the open fi eld in varying conditions, 
anxiously awaiting the welcome sound of rotors 
from incoming CH-46E Sea Knight helicopters.

Marines and Sailors of Combat Logistics Bat-
talion 31, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, con-
ducted a mass casualty evacuation training ex-
ercise here Dec. 14, as part of their preparatory 
training for the upcoming spring deployment.

Security teams were inserted via helicopters 
from Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 
(Reinforced) to secure the landing zone and casu-
alty area. A team of rifl emen formed a ring around 
the landing zone to protect the helicopters moving 
in and out, while a team from the CLB-31’s mili-
tary police detachment secured the casualty area.

“We are responsible for safeguarding our corps-
men and casualties from external threats,” said Staff 
Sgt. C. C. Poole, platoon sergeant of the MP de-
tachment. “If our medical teams and casualties are 
harmed during the process, it defeats the purpose of 
us coming to evacuate those already wounded.”

Once the MP detachment determined the ca-
sualty area to be clear of any threat, helicopters 
inserted the medical team. Several corpsmen 
moved in to assess and categorize more than a 
dozen casualties.

Casualties are rated as immediate (life threat-

ening injuries), delayed (treatable injuries) or 
expectant (expected to die from injuries). Once 
categorized, Marines from the security element 
transport the casualties by litter to a staging area.

“We need to make sure the immediate casual-
ties get out fi rst, the ones needing the most ur-
gent care,” said Petty Offi cer 2nd Class James 
D. Woodson, a hospital corpsman and initial re-
sponse team leader with CLB-31.

In a real mass casualty situation, casualties 
would be evacuated by helicopter to a Level 2 
medical facility like the USS Bonhomme Rich-
ard (LHD-6), where surgical and extended care 
is available. In the training evolution, the helicop-
ters brought the casualties back to the LZ after a 
short ride.

Throughout the execution of the exercise, the 
mission priority remained on patient care. This 
focus places the operation’s team of corpsmen in 
a leading role.

“The (corpsmen) are the main effort in all of 
this,” said 2nd Lt. Jake M. Sharry, the mainte-
nance management offi cer of CLB-31. “The suc-
cess of the mission depends a lot on them.”

The Marines and Sailors successfully complet-
ed two training scenarios, preparing to respond to 
mass casualty situations ranging from combat op-
erations to humanitarian aid and disaster relief.

The 31st MEU is the Marine Corps’ force in 
readiness for the Asia-Pacifi c region and the only 
continuously forward deployed MEU.

SGT. PAUL ROBBINS

31ST MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT

31st MEU Marines practice mass casualty evacuation

To order, please call or visit: 
252-638-5009

3313 MLK, Jr. Blvd.
New Bern, NC 28562

EdibleArrangements.com

Visit Us &

SAVE $5.00
on any order 
Code: whnb2012

*Offer valid at participating locations. Valid on arrangements and dipped fruit boxes. Offer expires 12/31/2012. Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
Offer code must be used when placing order. Containers may vary. Arrangements available in a variety of sizes. Delivery not available in all areas. EDIBLE 
ARRANGEMENTS® & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. ©2012 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

HOLIDAY HOUSE 
BOUQUET™

With gingerbread men-shaped 
pineapple and strawberries 

dipped in gourmet chocolate in a 
holiday house ceramic container.

Housekeeping Provided. Everything Furnished. Move In 

Today! No Waiting - No Deposits

Pay by Day: $59.00 Pay by Week: $299.00

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*ACTUAL PHOTO*

STAY 3 WEEKs GET THE 4TH WEEK FREE

HOSTESS HOUSE• NEWPORT •
Quiet Serene Settings • Security Guard • Housekeeping Provided

Low Rates For Unassisted Seniors & Handicapped NEWPORT ~ 252.223.6020 

BRING IN 
YOUR LAST 

PAY STUB TO
PRE-FILE

YOUR TAXES*

A Partner And A PathSM

HAVELOCK OFFICE
Havelock, NC 28532

252-447-3401

NEWPORT OFFICE
Newport, NC 28570

252-223-5391

MOREHEAD CITY OFFICE
Morehead City, NC 28557

252-240-2550

SMYRNA OFFICE
Smyrna, NC 28579

252-729-1400

BEAUFORT OFFICE
Beaufort, NC 28516

252-504-7205

HAVELOCK WALMART
Havelock, NC 28532

252-463-0010

MOREHEAD CITY WALMART
Morehead City, NC 28557

252-727-0400

* W-2 Necessary to File Return

OPENING
JANUARY 2, 2013

CH-46E Sea Knight helicopters 
with Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 262 (Reinforced), 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, prepare to 
land and off-load Marines of Combat 
Logistics Battalion 31 for a mass 
casualty evacuation exercise here 
Dec. 14. Marines and Sailors of CLB-
31 secured a landing zone, triaged 
simulated casualties and evacuated 
them by priority as part of preparatory 
training for the MEU’s upcoming 
spring deployment.

SGT. PAUL ROBBINS
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